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Introduction to FSF

Open Source Software vs. Software Piracy

Introduction to GNU

Comparisons between Open Source and 

Commercial Software





What is FSF?
·FSF stands for Free Software Foundation

·Founded by Richard Stallman in 1985

·Headquarters located in Massachusetts
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Background
·Early days of computing..1950's,1960's

·it was customary for programmers to share software

·e.g. if anybody sees someone using an unfamiliar and 
interesting program, they could always ask to see the 
source code, so that they could read it, change it, or 
modify parts of it to make a new program
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Background (cont.)
·ΫγαΪȭÓ

·situation changed drastically

·software became proprietary

·users were prevented from sharing or modifying 
programs
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Background (cont.)
·ΫγβΪȭÓ

·proprietary software had become the norm

·computing community was no longer free to cooperate 
in using and altering software for specific needs

·users had to sign a nondisclosure agreement even to get 
an executable copy of software

·by the 1980s, software freedom had been lost
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Founder
·Richard M. Stallman, founder of FSF

·An MIT professor and a celebrated programmer

·Campaigned zealously to safeguard software freedom

·He found software being trapped in a battle of 
proprietary ownership
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Founder (cont.)
·Quit his job to launch the Free Software 

Movement in 1984

·Inspired by the ideals of American independence: 
freedom, community and voluntary co-operation, 
which leads to freeenterprise, free speech and free 
software

·Taking this idea to the group level, Stallman and 
others created the FSF and set out to demonstrate 
that an entire operating system could be developed 
and shared freely
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C{CΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ
·To preserve, protect and promote the freedom to use, 

study, copy, modify, and redistribute computer 
software, and to defend the rights of free software 
users
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C{CΩǎ CǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ
·Dedicated to promote computer users' right to use, 

study, copy, modify, and redistribute computer 
programs

·Promotes the development and use of free software 
particularly the GNU operating system and free 
documentation
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C{CΩǎ CǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ όŎƻƴǘΦύ
·Concentrates on development of new free softwareɂ

and on making that software into a coherent system, 
which can eliminate the need to use proprietary 
software
·FSF protects, preserves, and promotes free software
·Helps to spread awareness of the ethical and political 

issues of freedom in the use of software
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